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GOVERNING AI FOR HUMANITY:
REFLECTIONS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS AI ADVISORY BODY

Alondra Nelson*

Abstract: Artificial Intelligence (Al) holds immense potential for societal advancement, yet
it also poses significant risks. This paper examines global challenges and opportunities in Al
governance, highlighting insights from the United Nations High-Level Advisory Board on Al
It discusses the need for inclusive, transparent, and ethical governance frameworks to foster
public trust and ensure Al technologies serve the public good. Recommendations include
establishing an international scientific panel, promoting trustworthy Al, and enhancing global

cooperation.

1. INTRODUCTION

As Al technologies rapidly evolve, their
impact on societies worldwide is profound
and multifaceted. While Al promises benefits
in science, healthcare, accessibility, and
global development, it also raises ethical,
social, and security concerns. This paper
effective governance. An adaption of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) definition suggests
that Al is a machine-based system that infers,
from the input it receives, how to generate

outputs including “predictions,”
recommendations, decision-making
suggestions, content (e.g., text, image,
sound), “reasoning.” Al  systems vary in

their levels of autonomy and adaptiveness
after deployment; some are static, others
iterative.

Challenges and Risks of Al

Al poses significant challenges, including:

e Labor Market Disruption: Concerns
over Al replacing human jobs.

e Security Threats: Potential misuse in
bioweapons, financial fraud, and
misinformation.

e Social Harm: Risks to vulnerable
populations, particularly children, from

explores the global governance of Al,
focusing on building trust, ensuring public
safety, and guiding Al development for
collective benefit.
Understanding Al: Clarifying Definitions

Clear definitions of Al are crucial for

harmful Al applications like deep fakes
and addictive content.

Public Perception and Trust in Al

Global surveys reveal growing public
concern about Al. A 2023 Pew Research
Center study found that half of Americans
feel more concerned than excited about Al's
integration into daily life. These concerns are
important because if the public feels tentative
or resistant then it will be much harder to
harness the huge potential of Al and the
desired outcomes if there is not a social
situation in which people feel comfortable
and trusting to use these tools. The Edelman
Trust Barometer (2024) highlights trust
disparities  between  developed  and
developing countries, with scepticism
prevalent in the U.S., U.K., Australia, France,
and Canada. Building public trust and
resilience 1is essential for widespread
adoption of beneficial Al technologies.
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Figure 1. Resistance to Ai Stronger in Developed Markets
The Promise of Al for Societal Good human rights and the Sustainable

Al's transformative potential spans various
sectors including:

o Science: Al models like AlphaFold
have revolutionized protein structure
prediction, advancing drug
development and bio manufacturing.
Accessibility: Technologies such as
Waymap aid visually impaired
individuals in navigation, exemplifying
universal design principles.
Agriculture: Al enables real-time crop

monitoring, contributing to food
security and sustainable farming.
However, these outcomes are not

guaranteed. There is nothing inherent in this
deep learning technology that make such
benefits inevitable. Rather, there is a need to
steward these technologies through effective
governance, ethical design, and public
engagement, if Al's positive potential is to be
realized.

The Role of Global Governance
Recognizing these challenges, the United
Nations established the High-Level Advisory
Board on Al to offer some recommendations
to the broader world about how it might
govern Al for humanity. The board's 2023
interim report emphasized principles such as
inclusivity, public interest, adaptive
governance, and alignment with international
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Development Goals (SDGs).

Key Recommendations for AI Governance
1. Al should be governed inclusively, by

and for the benefit of all

Al must be governed in the public

interest

. Al governance should be built in step
with data governance and the
promotion of data commons

. Al governance must be wuniversal,
networked and rooted in adaptive
multi-stakeholder collaboration

. Al governance should be anchored in
the UN Charter, International
Human Rights Law, and other agreed
international commitments such as the
Sustainable Development Goals

2.

Implementing Governance Frameworks

Whilst Al regulation can be perceived as
punitive or negative, Al governance
potentially leads to more effective and
beneficial conversations in this landscape.
Governance incorporates standards and
standard making bodies, norms and
professional norms, for the way that Al
researchers is conducted, alongside policies
which contribute to the clear articulation of
desired future states. To address gaps in Al
governance identified by the UN Al Advisory
Body, the body has identified seven
recommendations for governance functions
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which could be carried out by individual
institutions or a network of institutions.
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Figure 2: Al Governance Functions

The United Nations' Global Digital 2. CONCLUSION

Compact (GDC) has begun integrating these

recommendations. Key initiatives include the
launching of the International Scientific
Panel on Al and facilitating global dialogues
on Al governance. Crucially, however, as the
implementation of government frameworks
are taking place, further research and public
feedback will be key ingredients for success,
alongside policy innovation and creative
ideas about how to engage the public
community around a technology that is
perceived as too complicated for many to
understand, yet the implications of it are so
profound, that it demands that ways are found
to ensure everyone is engaged.

Al governance must balance innovation
with ethical responsibility. Through inclusive
frameworks, international collaboration, and
proactive stewardship, Al technologies can
be guided to serve humanity's best interests.
Continued engagement from policymakers,
researchers, and civil society is essential to
building a trustworthy and beneficial Al
future.

This article is adapted from Professor
Alondra Nelson's presentation at the SIU
Shaping Futures Conference — January 11,
2025
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Tém tit: Tri tué nhan tao (AI) mang trong minh tiém nang to lon dé thiic day tién bo xa hoi,
song dong thoi cling dat ra nhing rui ro dang ké. Bai viét nay xem x¢ét nhirng thach thire va co
hoi toan cau trong quan tri Al dong thoi chia s¢ cac khuyen nghi tir Ban C6 van Cap cao cia
Lién Hop Quoc veé Al Téc gia nhan manh sy can thiét cua cac khudn khd quan tri bao trum,
minh bach va c6 dao dirc nham xay dung niém tin cta cong chiing va bao dam cac cong nghé
Al phuc vu lgi ich chung ctia nhan loai. Nhitng dé xuét trong tam bao gom viéc thanh 1ap hoi
ddng khoa hoc qudc té, thiic ddy cac tiéu chudn Al déng tin cdy, va ting cudng hop tac toan cau
dé hién thyuc hoa cac muc tiéu phat trién bén virng.
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